
1 
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In light of the 100th Anniversary 

of the Original Founding of the Anthroposophical Society, 

the 100th Anniversary of Rudolf Steiner’s 1912 Calendar 

and the Holy Nights Conversation of 2012 

 

Although you may not be able to gaze into the heavenly heights and recognize  

the great Sun-Spirit you bear within you from the time of your earthly beginning:  

you can come to know the Child-Soul in its state of purity,  

unsullied by the effects of physical incarnation;  

and realize that the forces of this Child-Soul can give you the firm confidence  

that you can be victorious over the lower nature that clings to you.  

– Rudolf Steiner 

The Festivals and Their Meaning 

 

Humanity is at a cross-roads. It has now been 100 years since Rudolf Steiner first 

published his evolutionary Calendar of 1912.  He asked his readers then to look with 

evolutionary eyes as they viewed their days in the 1912 Calendar against a backdrop of vast 
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cycles of Time and the creative spiritual beings who actually create Time1. As we head 

toward the Holy Nights of 2012, we experience an intensifying birthing process and the 

increasing labor pains of earthly life. The current spiritual, political, economic and 

environmental crises that Steiner foresaw and did his best to forestall is now upon us full 

force.  

When we look out into the world today, we see extreme destructive potential. There are powers 

at work that enable us to sense the abysses that western culture is still to plunge. Looking at those 

individuals who are externally the cultural leaders in the various fields of life, we notice how they are 

enmeshed in a terrible cosmic sleep2. 

Since Steiner’s forewarning, we have seen a 

second world war, the use of the atomic bomb by the 

U.S. on Japan, and the proliferation of deadly nuclear 

power plants and the consequences from the 

meltdowns at Chernobyl and Fukushima. Nearly 

every human being on earth is now aware that we 

human beings have the capacity and potential to both 

destroy and foster life on planet earth. A second crucifixtion is occurring in the etheric life 

around the earth and every living creature. What will we choose and how can we help one 

another to stay awake to witness the reappearance of Christ in the etheric as a healing 

counter-impulse? 

In this article we will explore the culminating synchronicities of 2012 to gain 

perspective for our current challenges and opportunities.  

Rudolf Steiner’s Calendar of 1912 

One way that Steiner strove to support members of the Anthroposophical Movement 

to stay awake in light of our evolutionary journey was through the publication of his 1912 

Calendar. 

The calendars we use daily to chart our schedules and view our lives in the context of 

Time may impact our consciousness far more than we realize. Dr. Steiner observed the 

                                                 
1 The progress of time is directed and guided by spiritual beings, which in their mutual living inter-relationship 
actually create time. – Rudolf Steiner, 1912  
2 From Rudolf Steiner’s last evening lecture of the Christmas Conference: On the Right Entry into the 
Spiritual World: The Responsibility Incumbent on us. 
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hungering modern soul and its lost connection with the creative 

rhythms of time. Time had become an abstraction for most 

people – without regard to the cosmic rhythms of sun, moon, 

stars, and seasons – with an even greater severance with the 

spiritual beings who actually create time. In his Calendar he 

brought these rhythms into consciousness to provide a cosmic 

context from which to view world events and individual turning 

points in time. 

Steiner’s original Calendar3 was dated from Easter of 1912 to Easter of 1913 and was 

produced in a format similar to that of a modern day planner. It contained an entry for each 

day, new artistic drawings of the zodiac to signify when the sun passed from one 

constellation to another; it also had smaller drawings on each day to signify the moon’s 

position in relation to the zodiac. The Calendar included lunar phases, festival dates, and 

birth and death days of significant individuals. There was room for brief personal notes on 

an entry line for each day.  

The Calendar of the Soul verses formed the heart of the Calendar and provided 

meditations to help the soul awaken in Time. The Calendar of the Soul verses speak directly 

to the co-creative essence of our soul as a Madonna or Midwife. We are able to birth 

ourselves anew each year through the intimate relationship that consummates itself 

between our soul and the ‚Creative Creator Word‛ through the seasonal cycle of the year.  

On the front cover of the original 1912 Calendar4 was inscribed, 1879 Years after the 

Birth of the I. For Steiner, the real turning point in Time was Easter 33 AD and not 0 AD with 

                                                 
3 Originally published in German as Kalendar 1912/13 by Philosophisch-Theosophischer Verlag, Berlin 

1912. Copyright Rudolf Steiner 
 
4 The complete version of the original solar-lunar Calendar complete with festivals and special dates was 

printed only once by Rudolf Steiner – possibly due to the fact that there were no computers back in the 

day and it was costly to reproduce anew each year.  The Calendar of the Soul verses, a fragment of the 

original Calendar, have been reprinted many times in many languages.  

 

The authors of this article, along with our late colleague, Tamara Slayton, realized the loss of the original 

complete Calendar, and took the initiative to replicate a modernized and expanded version of the original 

Calendar as an artistic planner, calendar, and journal from the years 2001 to 2005. It included all of the 

original features of Steiner’s 1912 Calendar and more. It was called The New Soul Calendar.  It is currently 

out of print.  However, the authors will make available to everyone who orders a copy of the forthcoming 

book, Follow Your Guiding Star with the Calendar of the Soul, a free downloadable journal that contains the 
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the birth of Jesus.  So he began counting the years of this Calendar from 33 AD and not 0 

AD. From Steiner’s spiritual perception, 33 AD was THE central pivotal turning point in the 

evolution of earth and humanity.  

. .. the focal point of human evolution is April 3 in the year 33 AD5 

In his lectures in 1913 published under the title, The Fifth Gospel, Steiner describes 

what he saw in the Akashic Records at the Whitsun event through the soul of Peter: 

It is only illusion that on the Cross a death took place. This death, preceded by infinite 

suffering, was the birth of the ray of Truth.  . . The all–prevailing Cosmic Love, which had 

previously been present everywhere outside and around the Earth, had, with the death of 

Christ Jesus, been born into the Earth.  . . . When Jesus of Nazareth died on the Cross, at that 

moment there was born for the Earth something previously to be found only in the Cosmos. 

The death of Jesus was the birth of Cosmic Love within the sphere of the Earth. 

In 33 AD, Steiner posits that the death of Christ Jesus which he often refers to as the 

Mystery of Golgotha forever changed the quality of being in the breathing cycles of the earth 

and the possibility of spiritual wakefulness in human beings. Steiner recounts his inner 

experience of the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus in 33 AD from a cosmic perspective 

in the lectures, The Cycle of the Year, given in 1923, only two years before his deathi.  

. . . now He (the being of Christ) shone out 

from the Earth like a star, a star which radiates 

out from the Earth into the spiritual world. 

Spiritual beings mark the Mystery of Golgotha by 

saying: A star began to shine out from the Earth 

into the spiritual realm.  

Each one of us is influenced by this earth star 

with each breath we take, with the 

consumption of food and water, and in our very bodies regardless of our faith or religion. 

                                                                                                                                                             
content that was offered in the New Soul Calendar, so that you can transfer the contents to whatever 

planner or calendar you use– digital or otherwise or simply use it as a personal journal.  

 

In 2003, Steiner Books produced a facsimile edition of the original Calendar with a wonderful introduction 

by Christopher Bamford.  If you have not seen it – it can be ordered at www.steinerbooks.org 
5 GA 130 page 234 
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We also sense this star radiating its healing influence through our participation in the larger 

rhythms of Time: day and night, lunar and solar rhythms and the seasonal cycles of the 

year.  

For Steiner, his Calendar had to begin at 33 AD, the spiritual birth of a potential new 

heaven on earth and in human souls.  Each week the Calendar of the Soul verses speak to the 

unfolding relationship we have with the Divine I that continues to commune, conceive, 

gestate, birth, and reveal itself within the life of our souls.  

In this Calendar the spiritual year begins at the moveable date of Easter each year – 

not January 1. At Easter we have the possibility for a spiritual communion as enunciated in 

the verse below: 

 

When out of farthest worlds, 

The Sun communes with human sense, 

And joy from depths of soul 

Grows one with light in vision— 

Then the being of thought breaks free 

From narrowness of self 

And connects through far-spread spaces, 

The essence of being human 

To the Life of Spirit. 

 

The weekly Calendar of the Soul verses provide us with a threshold dialogue that can 

speak deeply to the evolutionary co-creative generative power that lives within our souls.  

The soul is our birthing ground, the vessel through which we can find our way to the 

wisdom of Sophia within and about us. She can be met and made whole by the Universal 

‚I‛ of Christ in us. This is the path that is articulated in the Calendar of the Soul verses. It is 

the path of the soul governed by the mysteries of 7. There are 52 verses – one for each week 

of the year. Our spiritual Communion at Easter is followed by, Conception, Gestation, 

Maturation, and then comes a Birth. In the Calendar of the Soul verses the birth of our Spirit 

Child takes place at Christmas.  

I feel the Spirit-child 

Set free from spell in womb of soul; 
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The Holy Word of Worlds 

Has in the heart's clear light 

Begotten Heaven's own fruit of hope, 

Which joyfully grows toward farthest worlds 

Out of my being's godly ground. 

 

This heavenly begotten Spirit Child emerges from our souls as we enter into the 

mysteries of 12 and the Holy Nights of Christmas. Through the concentrated spiritual 

experience of the Holy Nights we have the possibility to mature our Spirit Child to become 

Spirit Self. From the Holy Nights to Easter, we gain the possibility to receive new 

revelations of our lives from the fresh soul eyes of the newly emerging Spirit Self within us. 

This path is described poetically in the Calendar of the Soul verses through the cycle of the 

year. 

In 1913, in lectures by Steiner published under the title, From Jesus to Christ, Steiner 

stated that there are two sources to understand the Mysteries of Christianity: 

One source consists of the Gospels and everything that flowed from them and 

traditions based on them. The other source of knowledge exists because there were 

always clairvoyant individuals who could see into the higher worlds and bring back 

their own perceptions of the realities of the Christ event, as if from an ever-living 

gospel, and share them with others. 

The Calendar of the Soul is one such living gospel. Despite outer tragedies, the healing 

qualities of the Presence of Love continue to gain momentum within the spheres of the 

earth and human souls. The possibility for a deepening occurs every 33.3 years – the time 

rhythm from the physical birth of Jesus to the spiritual birth of Christ as a guiding star 

within the earth.  In 2012 - the 100 year anniversary of the Calendar, we enter a 3 x 33.3 

rhythm since Steiner’s first Calendar of 1912. 

Our Evolutionary Journey 

Steiner’s 1912/13 Calendar was punctuated with imagery that alludes to the great 

incarnation cycles of the earth. Fundamental to understanding the imagery of the 1912 

Calendar, is Steiner’s rendition of humanities’ story of creation in his epic book, Esoteric 

Science: An Outline. In it he shared his spiritual scientific research regarding the deeds of the 
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Divine Hierarchy of Creative Spiritual Beings 

that sacrificed of themselves to birth what is 

now the developing physical, etheric, soul and 

spiritual ‚I‛ nature of the human being.  

Through Rudolf Steiner’s own ‚I to I‛ 

relationship with the Christ Being, Steiner was 

able to re-member and spiritually perceive the 

evolutionary journey that humanity has taken 

from its early beginnings, right up to the 

present and into the far distant future. Trained 

as a scientist and philosopher, he described this intimate story of creation objectively in 

spiritual scientific terms! This was a huge breakthrough for all human beings – an 

unprecedented human achievement! The Universal Creative Powers were able to view their 

own evolutionary activity within the perceptions of Rudolf Steiner from a spiritual scientific 

perspective – most likely for the first time in human history. 

In the recently published book, The Creative Power of Anthroposophical Christology, 

Peter Selg refers to a quote from one of Rudolf Steiner’s notebooks regarding Steiner’s work 

with the book, Esoteric Science, and the faculties of Imagination from which he wrote the 

book. Below Steiner defines the term Imagining from his experience: 

Imagining: a person has a ‚perception,‛ which makes it possible to look at things 

from an outside viewpoint. He transplants himself to a place from which the whole 

universe can observe itself!  

So against the backdrop of Rudolf Steiner’s research into the planetary cycles of 

creation from humanities’ first conception and inception up to the present, Steiner 

poetically describes the potential awakening of the Creative Word or ‚Universal I‛ of Love 

within the soul of every human being in the Calendar of the Soul verses.  

In a lecture given by Rudolf Steiner in Cologne, May 7, 1912, Rudolf Steiner says the 

following about the verses in the Calendar: 

In the second part of the Calendar you will find the Calendar of the Soul which I 

myself regard as very important. For each consecutive week I have drawn up verses 

for meditation which will enable the soul to gradually discover in itself and in its 
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own experiences the connection with the great cosmic constellations. These verses, 

when meditated with, will enable the soul to find access to happenings in the great 

universe and thereby to experience the Spirits working in the onward flow of Time.  

If you ponder on the texts of the verses in the Calendar you will discern an element 

of Timelessness, in rhythmic alternation (with the experience of the flow of Time). 

This Timelessness is an element that is experienced inwardly by the human being, 

the laws of which run parallel to those of Time in the outer world. Mere analogies do 

not suffice here. – 

Each one of you will be able to use this Calendar of the Soul every year. In it you 

will find something that might be described as the finding of the path leading from 

the human soul to the living Spirit weaving through the Universe. 

The Convergence of Several 33.3 Year Healing Rhythms in 2012 

Steiner’s Calendar of 1912 was first released 1879 years after the Birth of the I which was 

figured from Easter 33AD.  As was stated earlier, each 33.3 rhythm the Christ impulse 

continues to build momentum with emerging waves of new possibility. ‚Behold I make all 

things new.‛ 

The 1912 Calendar was produced and disseminated 33 years after the new Michael 

Age began in 1879 and 33 years after Rudolf Steiner’s breakthrough experience at age 18 of 

the ‚I‛as the Door to develop perception of the spiritual world. In 2012 we enter a 4 x 33.3 

year rhythm since 1879 or 133 years since Michael assumed his leadership as Time Spirit. 

We are just past the threshold of the first third of Michael’s reign which will culminate in 

roughly 2233.  

The Holy Nights of 2012 will birth the Spirit Child of the next 3 x 33.3 year cycle of 

development in human beings working with the Calendar of the Soul.  This Christmas will be 

the first entry into the Holy Nights in the 100 year anniversary of the original 1912 Calendar. 

We believe the next octave to the birth of our individual Spirit Child is to begin to 

collectively form an ‚I to I‛ threefold social vessel so that the threefold Spirit Child of 

Anthroposophia can fully incarnate and be birthed into the world through and with us.   

Dec. 28th of Holy Nights 2012 we will enter a 3 x 33.3 year anniversary of the original 

founding of the Anthroposophical Society which was founded to support spiritual research 

and to serve the needs of the soul to understand the spiritual foundations out of which it 
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continues to evolve.  This was the beginning of the creation of a social vessel to serve the 

incarnation of the being Anthroposophia. 

The End of the LongCount Calendar 

Just prior to the Holy Nights 2012, we will 

encounter the end of the Long Count Calendar in 

the Mayan tradition on Dec. 21, 2012. One of the 

characteristics of a Michael Age is support for the 

Cosmopolitan spirit of brotherliness and 

sisterliness across lines of race, religion, and 

semantics. We find people from all over the world 

anticipating in celebratory expectation, the birth of 

a new era beginning on Dec. 22, 2012 from what has been decoded and brought to public 

attention from the Long Count Mayan Calendar.  

The following quotes and images are reprinted from 13moons.com.  If you visit the 

site you can find well-written information regarding the Mayan Calendar and the Mayan 

Prophecy researched by Eden Sky. 

At their peak, roughly 1500 years ago, the Ancient Maya utilized 20 calendars 

simultaneously - weaving a holistic system that tracked small cycles and vast cycles. 

From sunspots, to eras of consciousness, Venus patterns to eclipses, agriculture to 

prophecy, their calendars unite biological, physical cycles with invisible cycles, earth 

cycles with galactic cycles - using the mathematics of Nature which shows us the 

microcosm mirrors the macrocosm. 

The December 21, 2012 date is specifically referring to the completion of the Ancient 

Maya's Long Count Calendar, known as the 13 Baktun Cycle, or Great Cycle.  

According to this calendar, Earth entered a new "creation cycle" on August 11, 

3114 BC which is written in long count notation as 13.0.0.0.0 

On the Long Count Calendar, December 20, 2012 would be written as 

12.19.19.17.19. At the completion of the cycle, December 21, 2012 the cosmic 
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odometer resets and we return to 13.0.0.0.0, coming back to a sacred Zero point, re-

birthing into a New Cycle.6 

Ricardo Cajas, president of the Colectivo de Organizaciones Indígenas de 

Guatemala, said the end of the Long Count Calendar did not represent an end of 

humanity or fulfillment of the catastrophic prophecies found in the Maya Chilam 

Balam, but that the new cycle, "supposes changes in human consciousness".  

Maya Elder Hunbatz Men shares: "...as humanity awakes to the spirit in all matter, 

I have absolute hope that we will begin to live and work in a sacred way again. We 

did not come this far through the burden of time and space to end it in this way. We 

are here to be victorious. We are here to witness and participate in the great 

celebration.‛ 

The beginning date of 3114 in the Mayan Calendar roughly coincides with the date of 

3101 BC which Steiner referred to as the beginning of Kali Yuga or the darkening of the soul 

to its spiritual origins – necessary for the development of individual freedom and the 

capacity to choose a conscious evolutionary path of co-creative love. Steiner proclaimed 

that Kali Yuga ended in 1899AD and predicted the need for humanity to choose to birth a 

new era in our time. Anthroposophical historian, Kevin Dann, explored the possible 

differentiation between 1899 and 2012 in the following quote: 

If Steiner’s dating of Kali Yuga is accepted, the end of the Kali Yuga in 1899 is 113 

years prior to the end of the Maya calendar in 2012. Could it be this period that 

Carlos Barrios mean when he says, ‚This is the time in between, the time of 

transition?‛ In other words, the time of transition means that the dawning of the 

New Age was in 1899 and that the sunrise of this New Age will be in 2012. If this 

interpretation is correct, it is not surprising to witness a colossal struggle on the 

part of the ‚dark powers of materialism‛ to maintain its hold and not give way to the 

New Age that is seeking to come to expression.7 

 

 

                                                 
 
7 Christ and the Maya Calendar: 2012 and the Coming of the Antichrist by Kevin Dann and Robert Powell 
published by Lindesfarne Books 
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A Map to Cross the Gap 

Given that Christmas 2012 is the 3 x 33.3 year anniversary of the original founding of 

the Anthroposophical Society, we can gain perspective by looking back at the last 100 years 

and look at Rudolf Steiner’s vision for what the Society could be and become. The crowning 

achievement of Steiner’s life and work was a deed that he devotedly sacrificed himself in 

service of: the Refounding of the Anthroposophical Society at the Christmas Conference 

during the Holy Nights of 1923.  It took 11 years, from 1912 to 1923, for Rudolf Steiner to 

gain the social insights for the founding of a new threefold social form suitable as a social 

body for Anthroposophia. From 1912 to 1923 he was not a member of the Anthroposophical 

Society – but taught and inspired from the outside. The original Society followed a 

traditional model and with it, a kind of social sleepiness which Steiner saw had to change if 

it were to become an effective organization in the world. 

On New Year’s Eve, one year prior to the Christmas Conference, Rudolf Steiner and 

members witnessed the devastation of the burning of the first Goetheanum. Steiner had 

worked for nearly a decade with hundreds of artisans from all over the world to create a 

building based on initiation principals to serve the life and work of Anthroposophy. When 

Ita Wegman saw Rudolf Steiner standing alone on the Dornach hill in front of the burning 

flames, her heart went out to him, and she went to stand by him and in a karmic moment of 

awakening she dedicated her will to his spiritual insights.  

A process of awakening began in Ita Wegman when she and Rudolf Steiner, deeply 

shaken, watched the burning of the first Goetheanum, shortly after midnight on 

January 1, 1923. . . An image of Steiner as human being arose in Ita Wegman; she 

saw how everyone called on him for help and no one seemed to help him. Out of 

compassion and an awakening social impulse she decided to apply herself entirely to 

Steiner and his intentions.  Here and in later meetings, images of previous lives 

arose in her in which he had been her teacher as well. Steiner explained the karma 

alighting in her, described by Zeylmans van Emmichoven in his Wegman-

biography. In these conversations her spirit awakened more and more and this 

enabled them to cooperate fully. 

Through Wegman’s questions about renewing the mysteries, Steiner could then tell 

her how he wanted to create the new society under his guidance. When he was in 

doubt about this, in November of 1923, she told him that he could not leave the 
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Society on its own. Wegman’s biography goes on to describe how Steiner got up, 

walked over to her, took her hands in his and said warmly: ‚ Yes, if you help me then 

I will dare to do it.‛8 

 

Ita Wegman’s support kindled the courage in Steiner to unite his karma with the Society by 

joining as its President and inaugurated an entirely new differentiated social form. During 

the evening lectures of the Christmas Conference, Rudolf Steiner gave a broad sweep of 

esoteric history from the ending of Atlantis to the beginning of recorded history with the 

legend of Eabani and Gilgamesh. Those who listened with a sensitive 

soul realized that Rudolf Steiner spoke in imaginations that revealed his 

and Ita Wegman’s karmic background to the Egyptian cultural epic as 

Eabani  and Gilgamesh in 2909 BC just after the beginning of Kali Yuga. 

This coincides with the first historical Michael 

Age. It set the direction for the next 2160 years 

of Egyptian culture. An impulse to participate 

in the mysteries lived deeply within Eabani 

and Gilgamesh. In that life, they dedicated 

themselves through a deep friendship to 

honor and participate in the Mysteries with 

each succeeding incarnation. 

Steiner continued to lead the participants through 5000 years of recorded history as 

he intimately revealed the historical destiny impulse carried by both he and Ita Wegman. 

The most awe-inspiring of all, when one reads it for the first time, is the implication of a 

previous incarnation of Rudolf Steiner as Aristotle and Ita Wegman as Alexander the Great. 

This particular incarnation occurs within the 

Michael Age that occurs after the Michael Age in 

Egypt and previous to our current Michael Age. 

What starts to come to light is the working of the 

seven archangels through time approximately every 

350 years. The Michael Age in Greece exemplifies 

the capacities of Aristotle to bring forth Philosophy 

                                                 
8 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 

Gilgamesh 

Eabani 

Alexander Aristotle 



13 
 

– the love of wisdom – out of his own clarity of thought. Alexander, on the other hand, 

wanted to refound Mystery Schools like Ephesus everywhere he went. Each carried an 

opposite impulse of the other. Aristotle carried the impulse of thinking. Alexander was all 

will.  

In 356 BC on the birthday of Alexander the Great we behold the flames of fire burst 

forth from the temple of Ephesus.  

Alexander the Great is born, and finds his teacher, Aristotle. It is as out of the 

ascending flames of Ephesus a mighty voice went forth for those who were able to 

hear it: Found a spiritual Ephesus far and wide over the earth and let the old 

physical Ephesus stand in humanities’ memory as its center, as its midpoint.  

We see Ephesus in flames and a little later we see the expeditions of Alexander that 

carried over into the East what Greece had to give for the progress of humankind, so 

that there came into Asia in picture form what she had lost in its reality9. 

Later, through the karma lectures, Rudolf Steiner reveals to us the true inner 

workings of history. During the Mystery of Golgotha both Alexander and Aristotle were in 

the Sun Sphere and dedicated themselves to the Christ event on earth. Their dedication to 

the Christ impulse allowed them to come closer to one another in each successive 

incarnation. 

We can gather from various lecture cycles that there are roughly nine incarnations 

where the two of them show up together. Rudolf Steiner intimately revealed to the 

members of the Christmas Conference that he and Ita Wegman have been soul mates and 

have incarnated together since 2909 BC. In retrospect, in light of the history of the Society, 

Rudolf Steiner may have anticipated and tried to forestall the hatred that would come 

toward Ita Wegman once he revealed his karma to her and she awakened to her karma with 

him as a transparent reality to other members of the Society. 

What we start to see in light of the various incarnations of Rudolf Steiner that it is his 

world mission to be an emissary of Michael, along with his closest comrade Ita Wegman. 

He invites us during the Christmas Conference to awaken with him in our own 

                                                 
9 World History in the Light of Anthroposophy by Rudolf Steiner from lectures given at the Christmas 
Conference 1923/24 
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evolutionary journey through the transubstantiation of both thinking and willing as we 

develop new capacities for spiritual cognition from the realm of the heart. 

Steiner’s intention with the Refounding of the Society was to create a threefold social 

body into which the living being of Anthroposophia could fully incarnate and where 

members could become inspired through their interactions and initiatives with one another 

in the spiritual, rights and economic life. 

For the first time in human history, a public institution, open to any and all has at its 

core, the process of initiation through initiative to meet the needs of our time.  Membership 

was and is open to all who considered the existence of the School for Spiritual Science as 

justified.  

No one’s freedom was curbed. Steiner wanted to found the freest, most modern society. 

The members were free to do what they considered right. They could develop a personal 

relationship to Anthroposophy without obligation to authority and in cooperation with 

people they wanted to associate with for that purpose. Expulsion was impossible because 

no one may presume to judge the inner connection one person or another has to 

Anthroposophy.10  

Members who wish to represent Anthroposophy publically or involve themselves in 

one of the many practical applications of Anthroposophy as listed above could/can apply to 

join the School for Spiritual Science, which Steiner intended to be the spiritual wellspring of 

the Movement. This was under the direction of Rudolf Steiner and here one could lose 

membership for there were responsibilities involved. 

The lessons of the School were intended to be a source of strength for members so 

they could meet the adversarial forces that were bound to challenge them with eyes wide 

open. Steiner intended Three Classes of The School to address the three distinct aspects of 

social life: spiritual life, rights life, and economic life.  

Before his untimely death, Rudolf Steiner was able to complete a portion of the First 

Class lesion and appointed a co-leader – Ita Wegman. The lessons addressed:  

1. The development of faculties to enable the safe conscious Crossing of the 

Threshold from physical-material perception to supersensible perception and 

the meeting of adversarial beings of doubt, fear and hatred 

                                                 
10 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 
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The First Class was open to as many as applied and who were accepted. 

Ita Wegman co-led the Class with Steiner and Steiner intended that she 

would eventually lead the First Class while he went on to form the Second 

and Third Classes. 

We can intuit that the Second Classes would address: 

2. The soul skills needed for soul to soul social co-creation and collaboration 

with an inspirational focus in the life of rights. 

The Second Class was intended to admit 36 members. 

Rudolf Steiner intended that Marie Steiner would become the Second Class 

leader. 

The Third Class would focus with economic life and address: 

3. The training to develop the necessary intuitions for consequential clarity in 

cash flow, wealth stewardship and resource management. Participants would 

learn to intuitively unveil the karma behind economic transactions and to 

think with economic mobility for and with one another on behalf of the 

greater community.  

The third Class was envisioned to have 12 members and Rudolf Steiner 

intended to personally lead the Third Class. 

Paralleling the Three Classes is the threefold body of the Anthroposophical 

Movement: 

 The Christmas Conference Society represented the inter-human sphere, the sphere 

of the soul, the heart of the social organism of Anthroposophy. All members were equal 

and could begin new associations and deeds out of their meetings with others.  

Everything administrative was left out of the statues of this new Society. Steiner 

assumed presidency of this Society during the Christmas Conference. 

Steiner did not intend to officially register the Society of the Christmas Conference of 

1923 because it was purely spiritual in the sense of an ‘association in ideals’ and did 

not need to be registered. 11 

 The School was directed by section leaders in specific areas of practical work. 

Out of their individual and collaborative work, section leaders were meant to 

                                                 
11 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 
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fructify one another and provide results out of their spiritual scientific 

research work. These activities were initiated out of the cultural sphere of 

activity and were meant to inspire economic initiatives, which in turn would 

give back to support the spiritual/cultural work.  

 The Goetheanum Association held ownership of the buildings and grounds of 

the Goetheanum and had been in existence since 1911. At the Christmas 

Conference, Steiner declared his intention to create a working relationship 

between the executive council of the Society and the Goetheanum Association. 

Along with Steiner’s decision to assume leadership of the Christmas 

Conference Society, he also became President of the Goetheanum Association. 

The Goetheanum Association had very different statutes to spell out its 

administration responsibilities.  

As administrative body it obviously had a limited number of members able to 

vote. They administered on the basis of their expertise. Members unable to 

find their way into the concordant administrative activitiy of others could be 

excluded. People contributing with donations could ask for membership but 

did not have the right to vote. This was reserved for the members proper 

(those who managed the day to day affairs from their fields of 

expertise)12.  

In June of 1924, the Goetheanum Association was reformed to become the 

economic and legal carrier of the economically active Anthroposophical 

institutions: Rudolf and Marie Steiner’s book business, the Ita Wegman 

Clinic and the Vademacum for the production of Anthroposophical 

remedies. At some point between June of 1924 and Feb. of 1925  the name 

of the Goetheanum Association was changed to the ‘General 

Anthroposophical Society.’ Steiner’s forces began to wane after June of 

1924. 

By Feb. of 1925, Steiner was very ill. The statutes for the Goetheanum 

Association – now called the General Anthroposophical Society were 

                                                 
12 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 
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finalized and registered with the authorities in early March. By the end 

of the month, Rudolf Steiner crossed the Threshold. 

Shortly before his death Steiner nominated seven administrators to the closed 

circle; they never had a chance to act because confusion soon set in13. 

Harry Salman continues to shed clarity on the details of what happened that un-

three-folded the social body for Anthroposophia: 

Steiner warned that the impulse of the Christmas Conference could evaporate. During the 

course of his illness he still hoped that the members would wake up. They did not and by the 

end of his life the threefold structure of the Society’s social organism was undermined, as I 

see it. After finally establishing the statutes of the administrative General Anthroposophical 

Society on Feb. 8, 1925 with Steiner’s signature on the application for registration, it became 

apparent that no one understood that this Society differed from the spiritual Society founded 

at the Christmas Conference. The members of the latter were poorly informed about the 

existence of the administrative Society and Steiner’s closest co-workers were still much too 

familiar to think in unitary structures where spiritual life is an administrative affair as well. 

Albert Steffen, the vice-president, thought that every member of the Society after the 

Christmas Conference could now vote on the affairs of the administrative Society. (Shown by 

an entry in his diary on Feb. 9, 1925, included in the documents of GA 260a) The registered 

statutes state this only for the 15 administrative members. 

On March 22, 1925, a report was given to the members of the Anthroposophical Society, 

founded at the Christmas Conference, about this meeting of the executive of the General 

Anthroposophical Society. Steiner did not write it but instead was written by the Executive 

of the General Anthroposophical Society. The report stated that the four already mentioned 

institutions were integrated in the General Anthroposophical Society. The members must 

have thought that it was the new Society of the Christmas Conference and the four 

institutions were now included in the spiritual Society. The suggestion was altogether 

misleading. Exactly the opposite became possible, namely the integration of the spiritual into 

the administrative Society. Since the administrative apparatus now occupied spiritual life, it 

led to the destruction of the Anthroposophical movement’s heart. 

                                                 
13 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 
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This report from March 22, 1925, prepared the dissolution of the spiritual Society founded at 

the Christmas Conference, 1923. On March 30, 1925,  Steiner retreated from earthly life. The 

remaining members of the executive council were entirely unprepared and inexperienced for 

their new tasks and unable to unanimously rescue the impulse of the Christmas Conference. 

During the days of Christmas 1925 another conference took place that abolished the spiritual 

Society founded two years earlier. All its members were factually transferred to the 

administrative Society that had another purpose and entirely different statutes. It cannot be 

denied, it is a historical fact. Now the aforementioned report also stated that, the spiritual 

Society was to be registered as well; that the statures of the Christmas Conference were 

insufficient and it therefore merged in the administrative Society.14  

As karma would have it, Steiner died before this social deed could be fully 

implemented and brought to fruition. Much confusion surrounds the threefold dynamic 

that Steiner intended and began to inaugurate. However, the spiritual/social intention of 

Steiner’s Deed can be found as a living imagination and can provide insight as to what is 

needed to cross the current abyss humanity faces.  Dr. Christopher Houghton Budd asks 

some good questions of us in his book, Economic Testament.  

How is the Society/School to continue and to develop after the untimely death of 

Rudolf Steiner so soon after its inauguration? Who is to succeed him – not in the 

outer sense, but in the sense that, whoever his successor is, we can all recognize him 

(or her) as the rightful heir (to use an impossible expression)? What is to be done if 

the sketch left behind by Rudolf Steiner is to be filled out? Are we doomed, for 

example, to make the most of the fragment of the School that he was able to develop – 

namely, the first third of the intended lessons of the First Class? What about the rest 

of these? And what about the Second and Third Classes? Are we somehow supposed 

to wait for someone else to complete this work? 

Is it perhaps to remain uncompleted? And yet, if it is uncompleted, then it is also 

incomplete and that means it cannot give us the basis that Rudolf Steiner clearly 

meant it do. Are we perhaps to expect the return of the Master – like so many school 

children waiting for the teacher to come back into the classroom in order to continue 

the lesson! What is the reality in all this and how do we approach it? It would be the 

                                                 
14 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 
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greatest tragedy, for example, if, all the while we were waiting for Rudolf Steiner, he 

were waiting for us. What if his return were dependent on our going out to meet 

him? . . if it were not a return by him at all, but an awakening by us to his 

supersensible presence?  Above all, it would be tragic if Rudolf Steiner were 

counting on us to take his initiative further, while we were assuming ourselves to be 

ineligible for and unworthy of the task. 

Directly after (Refounding the Society at) the Christmas Foundation Meeting 

Rudolf Steiner made it clear that what had taken place was an outlining. It remained 

for the membership to fill out what, in outer historical terms, had only been sketched. 

Indeed, only to the degree to which this was done, would the Society have historical 

existence in the new sense of history. Only then, could it become something that we 

all do together, rather than something he did alone. It is thus a vital question: Does 

‚The Deed of Rudolf Steiner‛ refer to his own action? Or could it not be that, as a 

deed of uniting his karma with ours, his deed is our deed also?15   

This is the Mystery riddle that Rudolf Steiner left us with. If we believe that Rudolf 

Steiner is still spiritually accessible, and that thoughts and intentions have an objective 

reality, then each one of us can seek to find our right relationship to both Rudolf Steiner and 

his unfulfilled intentions of the Anthroposophical Movement as a prototype in potential 

form. Each of us can find our unique destiny questions as we join in a shared inquiry as to 

how to bring healing to the wounds we have incurred, both from within the Society and 

from without. 

Steiner envisioned that millions of souls would find their way to the 

Anthroposophical Society and work collaboratively towards a global culmination of the 

spiritual scientific discoveries to provide relief to humanties’ escalating current crises – now 

in this first third of the 21st century. To date this has not happened due to karmic 

breakdowns, wrongful expulsion of members, (including Rudolf Steiner’s soul mate, Ita 

Wegman), the unthreefolding of the Society, and lack of initiative, insight and 

compassionate co-creative leadership among the members.  There are thousands of 

members of the Society currently active around the world in many worthwhile endeavors 

                                                 
15 Christopher Houghton Budd, An Economic Testament in Relation to the Work of Rudolf Steiner, New 
Economy Publications 
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but the membership of the Society falls far short of Steiner’s envisioned millions and has 

not fulfilled Steiner’s intention for a threefold social model that could demonstrate the 

viability of separating out three distinct spheres of human activity – free spiritual-cultural 

life in the School, a Society of members with equal rights, and the cooperative mastering 

and administration of economic life by those who are capable stewards.  All the 

breakdowns in our political, social, and economic life can be attributed to our lack of 

understanding and implementing threefold initiation principals.  

In the months immediately following the Christmas Conference, Rudolf Steiner’s will 

was fired up as never before. He often gave three or four lectures a day on topics that 

ranged from medicine, agriculture, the festivals, the Movement for Religious Renewal, and 

above all the 72 karma lectures.  

Overall, the members were not able to take up the karmic exercises sufficiently to 

transform old ‘Moon’ karma into new ‘Sun’ karma, nor did they accept the relationships 

that he had revealed about he and Ita Wegman. In fact, we know it created internal 

opposition in some of the most important members. By Sept. of 1924, only 9 months after 

the refounding of the Society, Rudolf Steiner was exhausted and for the first time in his life, 

he could not complete a lecture. (The Last Address) Rudolf Steiner left the stage and never 

spoke publically again to the members. He was now very ill and took up a bed in his studio 

in the Carpentry Shop next to The Group Statue. He wrote from his sickbed excerpts from his 

biography and the writing of the Leading Thoughts. Ita Wegman became not only his 

medical doctor but his personal nurse and scribe. She was at his bedside when on March 30, 

1925, Rudolf Steiner crossed the Threshold to life after death.  

Rudolf Steiner inaugurated the new mysteries but his untimely death interfered with 

their completion. After Rudolf Steiner crossed, intense karmic breakdowns occurred. 

Within three years, Walter Johannes Stein, a key individuality was banned from the 

Goetheanum. More and more there was opposition against Ita Wegman and Elizabeth 

Vreede. By 1934 the animosity came out in full force and proceedings were started that 

culminated in the 1935 AGM that expelled Ita Wegman, Elizabeth Vreede, the Dutch 

Society, the British Society and many individual members.  These courageous young 

members wanted to bring the Christmas Conference impulse and everything connected 

with it to the major capitals of the world. At the 1934 AGM, they had submitted and signed 

a Declaration of Will.  
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By 1933, Hitler assumed power and within years World War II erupted. Waldorf 

Schools were shut down and Anthroposophy was banned by Hitler in Europe. Ita Wegman 

predicted if the Vorstand broke, The Beast of the Apocalypse would rise out of the abyss.  

The karmic breakdowns within the Society and the political climate seemed to mirror 

one another. There has been unrest in the Society since Rudolf Steiner’s death. Lawsuits 

have been filed to clarify the ownership of the books, the unthreefolding of the Society, and 

a broad and general lack of understanding of what took place at the Christmas Conference 

and after. More and more we hear that individuals within the Anthroposophical 

institutions lack an intimate relationship to Anthroposophy, the School, and Rudolf Steiner. 

Last year in Feb. of 2011 a motion was presented at the Annual General Meeting for 

the current members of the Vorstand to resign. Obviously, there were many members who 

felt the current Vorstand were/are not meeting the needs of the Society. The key word from 

the petitioners was lack of confidence. This year’s AGM in the U.S. called for a renewal and a 

reawakening to one another in a new way to stimulate engagement and to gain insight into 

the declining membership worldwide.  

2023 will mark the 100 year anniversary or the 3 x 33.3 year threshold since the 

refounding of the Anthroposophical Society during the Christmas Conference of 1923/24. If 

we look with fresh eyes at the past 133 years to the start of the Michael Age, we propose we 

will find the keys to cross the current social abyss over the next 11 years. Each year between 

now and 2023 will mark the 100 year anniversary of many of Rudolf Steiner’s contributions 

to humanity including his insights on the threefold nature of the human being, the 

threefold nature of social life and World Economy.  

Anthroposophia cannot incarnate sufficiently in our social body because, as a 

Movement, we have not completely taken responsibility for the past and realigned 

ourselves with Steiner’s original threefold intentions. The world, our Society, and many of 

our institutions like Waldorf Schools and Biodynamic Farms lack the new economic 

thinking combined with threefold ideas outlined by Steiner in numerous lectures and in 

World Economy. In 2008 an attempt was made to create an Economics Section at the 

Goetheanum by someone who has dedicated his life to associative economics and not only 

fully qualified but willing to undertake the initiative. This initiative was rejected. To date 

we have no Economic Section.  
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As a result of the un-threefolding of the Society- with the implosion of the Christmas 

Conference Society with the Goetheanum Association or General Anthroposophical Society, 

members of the Vorstand have taken on the duties of ‚administration‛ of the Society. With 

attention diverted from spiritual research and innovation in their respective fields - the 

esoteric core of the School may lack the full vitality and esoteric leadership needed to help 

humanity across the abyss we currently face. 

Over the next 11 years we propose that we develop the courage and clarity to look 

back at the tremendous gifts we have received from Rudolf Steiner and initiate what is still 

possible for us – collectively - as members of the Society and Movement. Can we 

acknowledge and embrace our history – karmic flaws and breakdowns, learn from our 

mistakes and begin to consciously and coherently co-create a future that builds on the 

Foundation Stone of Love that has been given us?  Can we ourselves, as a Society, be and 

become a flourishing three-fold model as living example to the world? 

Every spiritual impulse needs a renewal after three times 33 years to be able to 

incarnate more deeply into culture. Anthroposophy wants to be reborn after a 

century (Dec. 28th, 2012). 16 

It can be a given that all of us in the current Society were in the Michael School. We 

believe that each of us has a unique destiny task and contribution and that the form of the 

Christmas Conference, if understood in a new way, can help inspire individuals working 

collaboratively to carry their initiatives through the Holy Nights and out into the world.  

Can we balance inner deepening with outer initiative?  And bring our personal destiny into 

alignment with the Destiny of the Times? Are we willing to go through the labor pains to 

birth the three-fold spirit child of Anthroposophia, first from out of ourselves, then in our 

families, communities and in right relationship in three-fold initiatives with one another? 

Can we begin to co-create threefold initiative circles that can support one another and help 

humanity build the bridge to the future? The technical infrastructure is available to us now 

to reach around the globe with innovative new ways to support one another. 

Where and how do we start? Given the cosmic timing of events of 2012 and the 

convergence of several 33.3 year rhythms, we believe that the Holy Nights 2012 offers us a 

                                                 
16 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Rudolf Steiner by Harry Salman, published 
by Threefold Publishing 
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new possibility to deepen our experience of the birth of the threefold Spirit Child of 

Anthroposophia within the hearts, heads, and will of those who would offer their spirit and 

their destiny to be of service to her. We believe that what is called for this Holy Nights is an 

inner deepening of receptivity in the soul with an equally active and courageous will in 

initiative – to activate and realize our soul calling, in a co-creative community of Michaelic 

souls. 

Holy Nights 2012 

You are invited to join a modest and earnest 

conversation that will begin this Holy Nights to 

explore our past, heal our present, and co-create 

our future – both individually and 

collaboratively as members of the 

Anthroposophical Society on Dec. 28th, 2012.  

We intend that this is the first annual virtual 

event to serve the social awakening to the 

intentions of the Christmas Conference. We 

foresee that each year between 2012 and 2023 

will be like a heart-beat gathering towards the 

100 year anniversary of the Christmas 

Conference.  

As a prelude to our conversation we will look back over the last 133 years to 

remember the breakthrough thoughts of Rudolf Steiner at age 18 while the spirits of 

darkness were cast to the earth at the beginning of the Michael Age. We will explore the 100 

year anniversary of the Calendar of the Soul and how sensitive human souls now experience 

the labor pains of the birth of their newly emerging Spirit Child. We will also commemorate 

the 3 x 33.3 year rhythm since the original founding of the Anthroposophical Society, Dec. 

28, 1912 by looking back to embrace our karma as a Society and look forward to what is 

possible through collaborative efforts. Lastly all this will be shared in the context of the 

Christmas Conference that provides us with an ingenious social form that has yet to be 

replicated, yet has the potential to be an inspiring threefold prototype of a differentiated 

vessel for other initiatives.  
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This conversation will be hosted via web and telephone, and open to all members 

and friends of Anthroposophia who are willing to explore how we can co-create a coherent 

heart-felt community in the spirit of ‚Where two or more are gathered‛.  It is our hope that 

through our initial conversation, our hearts will be warmed to come away with inspirations 

to begin local three-fold initiative circles within new and existing groups and branches in 

the spirit of the closing of the Christmas Conference: 

And so, my dear friends carry out into the world your warm hearts in which you have laid 

the Foundation Stone for the Anthroposophical Society; carry out into the world these warm 

hearts which promote strong, health-giving activity in the world. And help will be 

vouchsafed to you, enlightening your heads in what you would fain direct with single 

purpose. We will set about this with all possible strength.17 

There is a small fee ($5) to help us cover expenses of the infrastructure required for us 

to be able to conduct both large group discussions and intimate small group sharings and 

conversations. Each person will be assigned an individual telephone pin number to access 

the conference call so it is important that you sign up in advance so we can pre-order the 

appropriate number of lines. The earlier the better! So everyone can be accounted for! 

Personal Support and Preparation 

A copy of this article will be emailed to all registrants for the call. If you would like to 

explore the topics of this article further we recommend the following: 

 The Christmas Conference for the Foundation of the General Anthroposophical Society 

1923/24 by Rudolf Steiner 

 The Economic Testament by Christopher Houghton Budd 

 Rudolf Steiner’s Intentions for the Anthroposophical Society: The Executive Council, the 

School for Spiritual Science, and the Sections by Peter Selg 

 The Fundamental Social Law: Rudolf Steiner on the Work of the Individual and the Spirit of 

Community by Peter Selg 

 The Social World as Mystery Center: The Social Vision of Anthroposophy by Harry Salman 

 

                                                 
17 Rudolf Steiner, World History in the Light of Anthroposophy, Jan. 1, 1924 
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 Follow Your Guiding Star with The Calendar of the Soul: Deepening Perspectives and 

Practices to Birth Your Spirit Self through the Seasons of the Soul by Vivianne and Eliah 

Rael.18 

Prepare to Share Your Co-Creative Aims 

At our gathering, you will have an opportunity to: 

 Share who you are  

 What you are involved in creating or want to create inspired by your 

relationship to Anthroposophia  

 What you need in the form of support to fulfill your creative aims 

 What you are willing to give 

 

Join Us 

We have a window of opportunity now. With the political and environmental climate 

we don’t know how long that window will be open. We invite you to join us to make the 

best of the time we have while we are free to explore together during the most spiritually 

potent time of the year. Evidence has proven that a small group of souls coming into heart-

felt coherence with a common intention can begin to bring order to chaos and help elicit an 

evolutionary re-organizing leap19. 

In you are interested to join us for the Dec. 28th, Holy Nights 2012 conversation from 

your phone or computer we invite you to take a few moments right now and sign up so we 

can make appropriate accommodations for you. To sign up now, go to: 

www.fifthstream.com 

We look forward to discovering what’s possible through our interactions. 

 

Vivianne and Eliah Rael 

viviannerael@gmail.com 

 

Please feel free to share this article with friends and colleagues you think may be 

interested in exploring with us!! 

                                                 
18 Follow Your Guiding Star is a 100th year edition of the Calendar of the Soul verses with deepening practices 

and perspectives. It is available now for pre-order at www.fifthstream.com 
19 See Lynn McTaggert’s book, The Intention Experiment 

http://www.fifthstream.com/
mailto:viviannerael@gmail.com
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